Clayart Folk...

The book list is finally complete.  In all, we received book lists from 46 clayarters.  Those who contributed seemed to run the gamut, including hobbyists, professionals, and educators, and came from several different countries.  A large number of the entries came from so-called "lurkers", those who read clayart, but, for whatever reason, tend not to post.  This tells me that our community is likely significantly larger than the 75 or so names that we frequently see on the list.  It is my sincere hope that this exercise will help to bring some of our lurkers onto the list, as more input can only improve the exchange of information.

There was, as expected, significant overlap amongst lists, but even still the final bibliography contains 222 distinct titles.  To keep things manageable where multiple editions or printings of a book existed, I lumped them all together and typically used the ISBN and publication date of the most recent or most common edition.  I also lumped all of the Lark 500 series books together as one entry, so if a poster listed, say, 500 Cups and 500 Bowls, I merely gave "Lark 500 Series" two votes.

Since the bibliography is so long, I will only post below the top of the list, those titles receiving 5 or more "votes".  I have uploaded the entire bibliography, which includes much more complete information than appears below, to a hidden (and admittedly ugly) page on my website.  The bibliography is in Microsoft Excel format, sorted both alphabetically by author, and by "votes".  The address for the clayart page is www.jamesfreemanstudio.com/clayart/.  You must go directly to this address, as there is no link to the clayart page from my home page at www.jamesfreemanstudio.com.  From this page, you can download both versions of the spreadsheet to use or manipulate in any way you see fit.  If anyone is curious as to how I waste both time and clay, there are also links to my main website, which is somewhat out of date and contains mostly old work, and to a Flickr page that I threw together with a few of my newer pieces.

It is important to consider what, exactly, we have uncovered with this poll.  I wasn't trying to determine the "best" books, or even the most important per se.  Any attempt to do so would ultimately comes down to a question of "In whose opinion?".  I don't think we could ever even come to an agreement on who was qualified to judge let alone on which books ultimately belong, so any attempt to determine the "best books" would ultimately beg the question entirely and end up actually being a referendum on who was best qualified as Book Czar.  Rather, I was trying to find out which books, if any, are found valuable by a large percentage of users whatever their reasons, good or bad, for choosing them.  I know the difference is subtle.  My hypothesis is that if a large number of people in a sample refer to the same books for lots of different reasons, then there is a good chance that these books contain material that has value in lots of different situations.  It is this "value in lots of different situations" that I use as a reasonable proxy for "best".

So, without wasting any more of your valuable time, here is the abridged list of the top books in the collective clayart library:
Author                                                             Title                                                                             # of Votes

Rhodes, Daniel & Hopper, Robin              Clay and Glazes for the Potter                                           26

Hamer, Frank & Janet Hamer                     Potter’s Dictionary of Materials and Techniques              22

Hesselberth, John & Roy, Ron                    Mastering Cone 6 Glazes                                                 19

Cardew, Michael                                          Pioneer Pottery                                                                  15

Pitelka, Vince                                               Clay, A Studio Handbook                                                  15

Hopper, Robin                                              The Ceramic Spectrum                                                     14

Hopper, Robin                                              Functional Pottery                                                              13

Britt, John                                                      High Fire Glazes                                                                12

Olsen, Frederick L.                                      The Kiln Book                                                                     12

Illian, Clary                                                     A Potter's Workbook                                                         11

Hopper, Robin                                              Making Marks                                                                     10

Leach, Bernard                                            A Potter's Book                                                                   10

Peterson, Susan & Peterson, Jan             The Craft and Art of Clay                                                      8

Chappell, James                                         The Potter’s Complete Book of Clay and Glazes               6

Lark Books                                                   500 Series Books (Various)



    6

Rhodes, Daniel                                            Stoneware and Porcelain                                                     6

Berensohn, Paulus                                       Finding One's Way with Clay                                              5

Birks, Tony                                                    The complete potter’s companion                                      5

Branfman, Steven                                         Raku, A Practical Approach                                               5

Casson, Michael                                          The craft of the Potter                                                           5

Cosentino, Peter                                          The Encyclopedia of Pottery Techniques                          5

Hopper, Robin                                              Staying Alive                                                                         5

Lou, Nils                                                        The Art of Firing                                                                    5

Nelson, Glenn C.                                          Ceramics: A Potters Handbook                                          5

Piepenburg, Robert                                     The Spirit of Clay                                                                  5

Rhodes, Daniel                                            Kilns: Design, Construction, & Operation                          5

Richards, Mary Caroline                             Centering in Pottery, Poetry, and the Person                    5

Watkins  & Wandless                                  Alternative Kilns & firing Techniques                                  5

Zakin, Richard                                              Electric Kiln Ceramics                                                         5


Several contributors pointed out that a recommendation without context is largely meaningless.  While this project was not intended to operate as a recommendation, I nonetheless agree with their statement.  It would be possible, if there was enough interest and enough folks willing to contribute, to convert our list into an annotated bibliography.  As such, the list could become a useful resource to a wide audience.  Perhaps it merits discussion.

For information on what an annotated bibliography is, see the Wikipedia page here:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annotated_bibliography.  I swiped the following text from that page:



The purpose of annotations is to provide the reader with a summary and an evaluation of the source. In order to write a successful annotation, each summary must be concise. An annotation should display the source's central idea(s) and give the reader a general idea of what the source is about. [1]
An annotation should include the complete bibliographic information for the source. It should also include some or all of the following:

· An explanation about the authority and/or qualifications of the author.

· Scope or main purpose of the work.

· Any detectable bias.

· Intended audience and level of reading

· A summary comment

An annotation should be between 100 to 200 words, ideally.


Be well.

...James
